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I mentioned the press report about Shiratori as possible Vice-Minister,
but Amau brushed Shiratori aside, saying that he wanted war with
Soviet Russia and would therefore certainly not fit into the present
regime. I said I thought that Japan was at present in a very critical
position and that she really stood at the parting of the ways; Amau
agreed with me and said that this was why a moderate cabinet had
been appointed at the present time. On the whole this conversation
seemed to me significant because Amau emphasized so distinctly
the fact that the present cabinet is moderate and it looks at present
very much as if this might prove to be the case.

WARNING AGAINST THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM

arch 19, 1937

The past month has been especially interesting politically owing
to the strong attack on the Government in the Diet by Hatnada,
Ozaki, and other interpellators, as well as to the comparatively
gentle replies of the Prime Minister and other members of the cabinet,
and particularly to, the indications that the Government really
intends at least for the present to follow a more moderate policy
in its relations with other countries, especially with China. How
long it will or can follow this policy is an open question. There is
no doubt that a certain degree of discipline has been instilled into
the Army so that military officers are being very careful what they
write and what they say. It is generally understood among the
younger officers that those who are reported as talking politics or
criticizing the Government's policy are more than likely to be shipped
to undesirable posts in the next general shake-up, so they are care-
fully watching their step. For the moment it might almost appear
that there was a tendency to revert to the "Shidehara diplomacy"
and that the moderate influences in the country are becoming more
articulate and possibly more influential than they have been for a
long time.

I do not for a moment, however, delude myself by believing that
the new orientation is likely to last very long. This in all probability
is merely an interlude or one of the periodic waves of retrocession
in the expansionist movement of which I have often spoken and
have compared it precisely to the waves on the seashore, being firmly
convinced that the tide is coming in and not going out and that recur-
rent waves of aggressiveness and forward movement are perfectly
certain to go farther ahead than their predecessors. Therefore, in
shaping our policy towards Japan we should be very careful not to
be led astray by appearances of any permanent change of heart in
policy and tactics on the part of the Japanese Government. The
military are too firmly in the saddle and will continue to remain
there. Now the Diet has been dissolved because it refused to pass a
good many of the bills desired by the Government, and the cabinet
has no intention of continuing to bicker with the political parties,